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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


West  Hartlepool, 

February , 1911. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hartlepool 
Fort  Sanitary  Authority. 

Gentlemen, 

In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  the  Durham  County 
Council,  I herewith  submit  to  you  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  work  done  at  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital,  and  at  the  Port,  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1910. 


1.— HOSPITAL. 


During  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1910, 
76  patients  were  admitted  into  the  Hospital  as 
compared  with  : — 
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Of  the  76  cases,  there  were  : — 
Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Typhoid 

Beri-Beri 
Opthalmia 
Small  Pox 
Diptheria 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 
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Of  these  76  cases,  there  came  from — 
West  Hartlepool 
Vessels... 

Workhouse 

Hartlepool 


63  cases 


The  average  age  of  patients  was  12*8  years  as 
compared  wTith  9*7  years  in  1909  and  12*2  years  in 
1908.  There  were  2 deaths  giving  a percentage  of 
2*6  per  100  as  compared  with  3*7  per  100  in  1909,  and 
9*6  per  100  in  1908,  and  6 per  100  in  1907. 


Small  Pox.  One  case  of  this  disease  was 
admitted  during  the  year  : It  is  4 years  since  a case 
of  Small  Pox  occurred  here.  Then,  as  now,  the 
disease  was  imported  by  a vessel. 

Hospital  Accommodation.  The  Hospital  is 
in  good  working  order  and  repair.  Its  accommodation 
is  sufficient  for  the  present  needs  of  the  district. 


II.— SHIPPING, 

During  the  year  1910,  seven  cases  of  Infectious 
Diseases  were  imported  by  vessels  arriving  at  this 
port. 

Typhoid.  “ S.S.  Grovedale.” 

On  April  24th  a seaman  was  admitted  into  the 
Port  Sanitary  Hospital  suffering  from  Typhoid  Fever. 
The  man  belonged  to  the  S.S.  “ Grovedale  ” which 
arrived  from  Barcelona  on  April  18th.  He  died  in 
Hospital  on  April  29th,  No  further  case  occurred 
on  the  ship  where  the  necessary  precautions  were 
adopted. 
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Beri=Beri.  S.S.  “ Acara.” 

On  July  9th  I inspected,  on  arrival,  the  crew 
numbering  64  of  the  S.S.  “ Acara,”  from  Hamburg, 
and  found  three  of  the  crew  suffering  from  Beri-Beri. 
I ordered  their  removal  to  the  Hospital  where  they 
soon  recovered  and  returned  to  their  vessel. 
Opthalmia.  S.S.  “ Acara.’’ 

On  July  14th  I examined  two  of  the  crew  of 
this  vessel  and  found  they  were  suffering  from 
Opthalmia.  After  being  in  your  Hospital  for  about 
a fortnight  they  were  discharged  cured. 

Small  Pox.  S.S.  “ Pacific.” 

On  October  1st  the  Master  of  the  S.S.  “Pacific” 
was  admitted  into  the  Hospital  from  the  Nurses’ 
Home,  West  Hartlepool,  as  a suspected  case  of  Small 
Pox.  I examined  him  on  October  2nd  and  pronounced 
it  to  be  Small  Pox.  On  the  same  day  I proceeded  to 
the  vessel  and  examined  the  remaining  crew  whom  I 
found  all  well.  The  vessel  was  at  once  disinfected, 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  districts  to  which  con- 
tracts had  gone  were  advised,  and  24  persons  w^ere 
vaccinated  by  me  on  the  ship.  No  further  case 
occurred  either  here  or  at  any  place  to  which  contracts 
had  proceeded. 

Origin  of  the  Case.  The  vessel  arrived  at 
this  port  from  St.  Petersburg  via  Rotterdam  on  Sept. 
26th,  the  Master  being  then  well  and  reporting  no 
sickness  on  board  or  during  the  voyage,  on  the  27th 
Sept,  the  Master  complained  of  not  feeling  well  and  a 
local  practicioner  attended  him.  On  the  morning  of 
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Sept.  28th  your  Inspector  met  this  Doctor  on  board 
the  vessel  and  was  informed  that  it  was  not  a case  of 
Infectious  Disease,  and  that  the  Master  was  to  be 
removed  that  afternoon  to  a private  nursing  home  at 
West  Hartlepool.  This  procedure  was  adopted  and 
later  the  man  developed,  in  the  opinion  of  the  medical 
attendant,  symptoms  of  Chicken  Pox.  In  my  opinion 
the  disease  was  contracted  at  St.  Petersburg  where  the 
Master  was  the  only  person  on  his  vessel  to  go  ashore. 

The  number  of  vessels  visited  by  me  during 
the  year  was  84  and  there  were  4 re-visits,  as  compared 
with  151  visits  and  11  re-visits  in  1909. 

The  causes  of  inspection  may  be  tabulated  as 
follows : — 

21  vessels  reported  by  your  Inspector  or  by  H.M.  Customs  Officers 
as  having  sickness  on  board  either  on  arrival  or  during  the 
time  of  discharging  cargoes,  or  as  having  had  sickness  or 
death  during  the  voyage. 

59  vessels  from  infected  or  suspected  ports  for  crew  examination. 

4 vessels  having  unsound  food  as  cargo. 

4 re-visits. 

88 

PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  THE  INTRODUCTION  OF 
CHOLERA  AND  PLAGUE. 

Owing  to  the  re-appearance  of  Cholera  in 
certain  Russian  ports  a strict  watch  has  been  main- 
tained to  prevent  the  introduction  of  this  disease 
into  the  Hartlepools,  vessels  were  boarded  day  or 
night  on  arrival  by  your  Inspector  and  myself,  the 
crews  and  passengers,  if  any,  were  medically  exam- 
ined, and  all  precautions  prescribed  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  were  taken. 
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[lowing  vessels  from  Russian  and  other 
uted  upon  arrival  here. 


Name  of  Vessel. 


From 


s. 

Groveland 

s. 

Haake 

s. 

Bracondale 

s. 

August  Leffler 

s. 

Polurrian 

s. 

Activ 

s. 

Mercia 

s. 

Wien 

s. 

Breidablik 

s. 

Gran 

s. 

Canadia 

s. 

Mars 

s. 

Jaegersborg 

s. 

Minnie 

s. 

Cromarty 

s. 

Mimer 

s. 

Drumloist 

s. 

Bessarabia 

s. 

Haardt 

s. 

Ravelston 

s. 

Grovehill 

s. 

Hiso 

s. 

August  Leffler 

s. 

Orn 

s. 

Breidablik 

s. 

Headlands 

s. 

Skjoldsborg 

s. 

Bothnia 

s. 

Grovehurst 

s. 

Alicia 

s. 

Murcia 

s. 

Blanch  land 

s. 

Kronprino  Olaf 

s. 

Sara 

s. 

Canadia 

s. 

Ambassador 

s. 

Vordingborg 

St.  Petersberg 

) j 

5 ) 

3 3 
J 3 
5) 

33 

n 

3 ? 

? ? 

3 3 
' 3 3 
3 3 
» 3 

Nicolaieff 

Archangel 

Riga 

St.  Petersberg 
> > 

Para 

St.  Petersberg 

» ? 

? ? 

Nicolaieff 
St.  Petersberg 

>> 

Archangel 
St.  Petersberg 
Archangel 
St.  Petersberg 

> 5 
? ) 

>•3 

33 


Date. 

Name  of  Vessel. 

From 

1910. 

Sept.  20 

S. 

Haake 

St.  Petersberg 

„ 21 

s. 

Gran 

7 7 

„ 21 

s. 

Ragna 

Pernau 

„ 21 

s. 

Canadia 

St.  Petersberg 

„ 25 

s. 

Moldavia 

5 7 

„ 25 

s. 

Kings  Town 

y y 

,,  25 

s. 

Bessarabia 

7 7 

„ 27 

s. 

Mimosa 

* J 

Luga  Bay 

„ 29 

s. 

Lucida 

» 29 

s. 

Hiso 

Archangel 

October  4 

s. 

Esther 

St.  Petersberg 

„ 8 

s. 

Mongolia 

Cronstadt 

>>  9 

s. 

Aggersborg 

St.  Petersberg 

„ 17 

s. 

Novorossia 

7 7 

„ 28 

s. 

Chasse  Mersk 

7 7 

November  4 

s. 

Velikorossia 

7 7 

„ 16 

s. 

Grovehurst 

7 7 

„ 21 

s. 

Bothnia 

7 7 

„ 28 

s. 

Richmond 

Nicolaieff 

INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  IMPORTED  INTO  THE  PORT. 


The  following  articles  of  food  were  dealt  with 
under  the  Unsound  Food  Regulations,  1907. 

21  Bags  Granulated  Sugar,  weighing  approx- 
imately 2 tons,  were  seized  ex.  S.S.  Dresden  at 
Hamburg,  being  damaged  by  dirty  water.  The  sugar 
was  allowed  to  be  sent  to  a Sugar  Refinery  at 
Middlesbrough. 

1 Bag  Granulated  Sugar,  weighing  2 cwts., 
was  seized  ex.  S.S.  Federation  at  Hamburg,  being 
“ bilged/’  This  was  surrended  and  sent  to  Refuse 
Destructor,  West  Hartlepool. 
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448  Cases  of  Tomatoes,  weighing  approx- 
imately 5 tons  ex.  S.S.  Dresden,  were  seized  and 
magistrates  order  obtained  for  destruction.  These 
were  destroyed  at  Refuse  Destructor,  West  Hartlepool. 

2 Cases  of  Tinned  and  1 Case  of  Bottled  Fruit 
ex.  S.S.  Buccaneer  were  seized  as  unfit  for  food. 
They  were  destroyed  at  Refuse  Destructor,  Hart- 
lepool. 

8 Frozen  Rabbits  ex.  S.S.  Buccaneer  were 
seized  as  unsound  and  unfit  for  food,  they  having 
been  partly  devoured  by  rats.  These  were  destroyed 
at  Refuse  Destructor,  Hartlepool. 


Port  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Report  of  Vessels 
inspected  during  the  year : 


From  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1910  : — 1910. 

British  Steamships  ...  ...  ...  598 

,,  Sailing  Ships  ...  ...  127 

F oreign  Steamships  ...  ...  . ! . 762 

,,  Sailing  Ships  ...  ...  124 


1909. 

588 

163 

764 

149 


1,611  1,664 

Re-visits  made  to  Vessels  for  Fumigating, 
to  see  Regulations  carried  out  where 
Notices  had  been  served,  to  Passenger 
Steamers,  to  Vessels  from  Infected  Ports  197  278 


1,808 


1,942 
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The  Nationality  of  these  Vessels  were  as  follows : 


1910. 

1909. 

British  Steamships 

598 

588 

,,  Sailing  Vessels 

127 

163 

Swedish  Steamships  ... 

215 

228 

,,  Sailing  Vessels 

66 

83 

Norwegian  Steamships 

166 

166 

,,  Sailing  Vessels 

28 

27 

Danish  Steamships  ... 

132 

137 

,,  Sailing  Vessels 

4 

9 

German  Steamships  ... 

119 

115 

Russian  Steamships  ... 

35 

23 

,,  Sailing  Vessels 

22 

31 

Dutch  Steamships 

54 

52 

,,  Sailing  Vessels ... 

2 

1 

Spanish  Steamships  ... 

20 

25 

French  Steamships 

8 

10 

Greek  Steamships 

1 

3 

Belgian  Steamships  ... 

9 

2 

Austrian  Steamships  ... 

1 

1 

Italian  Steamships 

1 

0 

Uragayan  Steamships  ... 

3 

0 

1,611  1,664 


The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  Vessels  of  each  nationality  inspected 
and  the  percentage  having  Sanitary  defects. 
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The  following  nuisances  and  other  defects 
were  found  and  dealt  with  : — 

Dirty  Forecastles  and  Deckhouses  ...  44 

Defective  Stoves  and  Funnels  ...  . . ; 8 

Defective  Port  Lights  ...  ...  ...  50 

Defective  W.Cs.  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Defective  Ventilation  ...  ...  ...  18 

Defective  Drainage  of  Forecastles  ...  5 

Defective  Deck  Lights  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  Chain  Casing  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  Floors  in  Forecastles  ...  1 

Defective  Bulkhead  between  W.C.  and 

Crew  Space  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Defective  Bulkhead  between  W.C.  and 

Food  Locker  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  Skylights  in  Forecastles  ...  1 

Leaky  Overhead  Decks  ...  ...  ...  26 

Dirty  Bedding  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Sweating  Ironwork  in  Crew  Space  ...  7 

Dirty  and  Foul  W.Cs.  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dirty  Fresh  Water  Tanks  ...  ...  8 

Insufficient  Light  in  Forecastles  ...  1 

Insufficient  W.C.  Accommodation  ...  1 
Verminous  Forecastles  ...  ...  ...  8 

Food  Lockers  without  doors  ...  ...  1 

198 

All  the  requirements  are  known  to  have  been 
carried  out.  It  may  be  pointed  out  that  one  notice 
may  cover  more  than  one  defect  or  nuisance. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Monthly  Report 


15 


16 


The  Trade  of  the  Ships  Inspected. 


Number 

Number 

Reported 

Number 
of  Orders 
Issued. 

Inspected 

to  be 

Defective. 

Engaged  in  Foreign  Trade  : 

Steamers  ... 

987 

93 

93 

Sailing 

134 

8 

8 

Fishing 

14 

0 

0 

1,135 , 

101 

101 

Engaged  in  Coasting  Trade : 

Steamers  ... 

358 

16 

16 

Sailing 

118 

7 

7 

Fishing 

0 

0 

0 

1,611 

124 

124 

In  conclusion  I beg  to  express  my  thanks  to 
Mr.  Stevenson,  the  Collector  of  H.M.  Customs,  to  the 
Landing  and  Waterguard  Officers  of  Customs,  to 
Pilots  and  to  the  respective  Dock  Masters  for  the 
kind  courtesy  and  assistance  which  they  have  in- 
variably extended  to  the  Officers  of  your  Authority. 


My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Masters  and 
Owners  of  Shipping  for  their  aid  and  co-operation  in 
enabling  me  to  carry  out  the  various  duties  devolving 
upon  the  administration  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 
I also  wish  to  state  that  the  Authority’s  Inspectors 
have  carried  out  their  duties  during  the  past  year  in  a 
highly  satisfactory  manner. 

S.  BIGGART,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Hartlepool  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 


